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The Cornell System of Note Taking 

 The Cornell System of note taking provides a format for 
organizing and synthesizing class notes & is simple to format 
electronically 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 Other systems of note taking that are widely popular and useful are 
the outline system and the flow based system 
 

 Other systems of note taking that are widely popular and useful are 
the outline system and the flow based system 
 

 The most effective system will be different for all of us, largely 
because we all have a slightly different learning style.   
 

 When you are taking notes in class, the process of note taking helps 
your brain decipher what is important and what is not – this is 
much harder to do if you are just listening! 
 

 Writing with a pen and paper helps you to remember more, but a 
digital medium allows for a deeper synthesis of understanding. 
 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornell_Notes
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 My expectation is that…just because you have a device on your 
desk…does not mean that you no longer have to take notes!   

 
 That said…in our digital classroom, I embrace ‘blended learning 

styles’ 
 

 

 
Blended learning =  

a mix of physical and 
electronic information 

that serves as a compromise 
between 

‘old’ and ‘new’ learning. 
 


